[Infeccious diseases as causes of death in autopsied elderly].
The population aging in Brazil was associated with the alterations in the morbimortality of the population. The aim of this study was to verify the causes of death and other pathological processes in autopsied elderly. The elderly with 60 years or more in the period from 1976 to 1998 represented 394 cases (24.4%). The age median was 69 years ranged from 60 to 120 years, being higher in the women (70.5 versus 68 yrs;p<0.05). The male gender (67.5%), white color (69.8%), and the cardiovascular (43.7%) and infectious (31%) causes of death were dominate. In the malnourished (76.2%) it had association of pneumonia and cystitis, (p<0.05). Arteriosclerosis (61.9%), and the chagasic (42.1%) and hypertensive cardiopathies (39.1%) were the most frequent processes. Therefore, it was observed an overlapping of chronic-degenerative and infectious causes of death. This study shows the necessity to value of follow up of body mass index and of risk factors for the development of illness in aging patients like pneumonia.